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LIFE ON THE FRONTIER 
Most people today, particularly young people, have 

little idea of what life was like on the Frontier.  So I 

begin this article by taking away what people 

automatically take for granted now.  Imagine being 

in a forested wilderness perhaps alone or with just 

your family with no car, no phone, no roads, no 

electricity, no fast food, no restaurants, no stores of 

any kind, no gas stations, all you see anywhere is 

trees, shrubs, tall grass and once in awhile a stream 

with pure water and fish.  No plastic, no paper not 

even toilet paper (sorry), no power tools just a knife 

and axe and a few hand garden tools.  No cigarette 

or barbeque lighter (only a piece of flint rock and a 

little piece of steel. That is how you start a fire.  Oh 

and that takes a lot of practice and knowledge of 

what to gather and use that will catch a spark and 

burn.  And then you need to know what to add to 

that spark to make it grow into a fire.   

     When you first arrive and select a place to build 

your home which is now just a bunch of trees in the 

wilderness you have to make a camp and an 

emergency shelter to protect yourself from things 

which can not only harm you but kill you.  (Robbers, 

Soldiers of foreign Governments. Some Indians not 

all, Wolves particularly in wolf packs of several 

animals who can even bring down a Buffalo, Bears, 

big wild cats, Cougars (most of which will actually 

run away from you) Snakes, lots of little rodents and 

other varmints who will steal your food, flies, and 

the worst killer of all the billions of mosquitoes 

which cause ague (like malaria) which you have no 

medicine or cure for.   

     Oh are you changing your mind about staying 

here?  Well once you are here usually by a long hike 

of several days sometimes by a canoe ride you are 

here and you have to rest and get sleep and food 

even if you want to leave.  So you are stuck here. 

    First order is to find water, second is to make a 

temporary shelter to protect you from all of the 

above particularly wolves and other animals while 

you sleep.  That entails gathering and cutting 

branches, and poles and weaving, leaning or tying 

them into a shelter which can be closed up for 

protection or have a fire at the front door.  It is good 

to have a fire for scare away wild animals and 

insects and to provide heat to cook and dry your wet 

clothes.  Gathering the right fuel and getting that fire 

going was important. 

     In the following days you need to construct a 

home from the wilderness.  You will have to build 

your own home using only hand tools.  In the 

earliest days this meant cutting down about 70, yes 

70 trees, removing the branches and cutting the logs 

to the correct length the smoothing the logs and 

notching the ends.  Most cabins had only a dirt floor 

at first because it was more important to have walls 

first for protection.  And it often took days before a 

roof was completed enough to protect from rain or 

snow.  Windows none at first.  No glass available 

but in time animal hide would let in a little light.  So 

the door was open for light.  The fireplace also came 

later.  All cooking at first had to be outside as a fire 

inside was too dangerous plus without a chimney the 

smoke would drive you out.  Cooking was done over 

an open fire usually by roasting on sticks and 

sometimes in the only pot you owned.  Coffee did 

not exist.  Later if you found some mint or other 

special plants you could make tea.  Food had to be 

cooked immediately or dried as there was no 

refrigeration.  Not even a camping cooler.  You had 

water that you had to usually walk a ways to collect.  

Oh and no shower or bath tub or even bathroom.  

But what if you had to go to…Well find a nice spot 

outside within walking distance until you had time to 

construct an outhouse or latrine. But no time for that 

because you had to prepare the ground for the crops 

you had to plant in order to have food to eat. 

     So the following days would be spent creating a 

shelter, finding water, gathering and cutting fuel, 

cooking, clearing the ground of plants and preparing 

the ground to plant crops, building a fireplace, 

building an outhouse, building a pen for any 

livestock you might have, later building barns and 

chicken coops to protect your animals from 
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predators.  Many settlers had to make their own 

tools.  Later villages had blacksmiths who would 

make you a tool in exchange for food. Meanwhile 

you would have to hunt or gather plants for food.  It 

was a survival existence at best. 

Other News 

Hometown Heroes Coffee and Internet Pub 

has started a changing art exhibit by local 

painters.  The paintings are often historical in 

nature. The paintings are for sale and are 

updated bi-weekly.  I am hoping to meet with 

some of the artists and see if I can get them 

to do some from our old Center Line 

pictures.  Stop by and take a look.  There is 

also on the walls and in a stack a collection 

of Old Center Line pictures plus on Tues and 

Thurs I have available my 200 pictures 

8½ x 11 flip exhibit.  This originally started 

as those 11 x 17 pictures but that was too big 

to fit on a table and heavy to carry in and out.  

Dan the owner of Home Town Heroes 

suggested I sell those as a fund raiser for the 

Historical Society of Center Line.  Well we 

can discuss that at a coming meeting. 

I am making myself available to record 

history on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2 

PM until close at Hometown Heroes Coffee 

and More Internet Pub.  It is located on Van 

Dyke on NW corner of 10 Mile at North end 

by the park.  It is a wonderful place to meet 

with friends, talk and enjoy good food and 

drinks. 

Additional News: Mike Grobbel has been 

giving historical radio interviews about the 

Polar Bear troops.   

Additional News: Old historian Wes Arnold 

has finished typing up every senior from 

every graduating class of Busch, Center Line 

High and St Clement High school and has 

placed them in his Historical Educational 

Archive.  He also has finished copying every 

page of every Busch and Center Line High 

School year book. And placed them in the 

archive also.  He has also added many St 

Clement year book pages as well. 

Wes is also updating his huge St Clement 

Cemetery Index and also the grave map 

based on all burials thru 2018.  This is an 

update to the massive revision done this last 

summer which resulted in my St Clement 

Cemetery Index having 6,500 listings.  This 

work is based on actual grave locations and 

those locations are also shown in this index 

using a new easy-to-find method much better 

than the St Clement grave number system 

which is not location friendly.   

     It should be noted that St Clement has put 

up an improved inter-active grave database 

and location map for the newer burials.  This 

is great for newer burials but is not so great 

for old family graves.  Also there are several 

errors in it and it is missing many burials. 

Using my spreadsheet map solves that 

problem for all known graves. 

 

Work on the new 2019 Historical Archive 

DVD is ongoing.  It appears that the History 

DVD should be ready by middle February.  

The Grave stones DVD probably by March,  

The document DVDs are mostly ready 

already and are available by request.   

The Center Line Area Historical Educational 

Archive now has 20,000 pictures and 27,000 

pages.  An entire set will be donated to the 

Center Line Public Library and to the 

Historical Society of Center Line.  The 

History DVD will be placed on a special 

archive DVD that is rated to last hundreds of 

years.  Ordinary DVDs have a lifespan of 

only 3-30 years. 

OLD PICTURES NEEDED 
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